


Executive Summary

This evaluation was conductedonth® 1 0 Chi | d desigred srga@Gized, hne prgsented the

non-profit organization, Mentors of Minorities in Education's Total LearninglCsm ( M. O. M. | . E. 0 ¢
T.L.C.). This DGbased nonprofit organization is dedicated to providing transformativeatoioal
experiences for Anurturing the geniuso of <childre

Evaluation findings indicate thatthdnG | dr en 6 s Gagdrincipleoyf fAunlufritlulrsi ntghitshe
that guidesM. O. M. T.L.CESuiey results were obtained from 152 students aneb@8érsin

addition, a fouteacher focus group was conducted and participant feedback was analyzed. Together

these three sets obigntitative and qualitative data wermngulate. In addition to validating the

conclusions of the current evaluation dimgs from this thre@ronged approacsupport anecdotal claims

made by M. O. M. 1. E. 6s stopreviouspsenatiér surveyRespondeswezes pond e n't
overwhelmingly positive and indicate that the gallery was fun and educational.

Throughout the da collection, fivestudent, four teacherandsix focus groughemesmerged:
Student hemes

Students had fun and enjoyed learning history through hamdstivities
Participants liked learning about new and unfamiliar great persons

Thegallery teache students about diverse careers

Students feel connected to the exhibits and empowered to achieve great things

Some students are familiar with hands on learninglam@alleryis very similar to what they do at
school

arwdhE

Teacher hemes

Teachers agree, stents enjoyed and learned from the gallery

Many of the respondents indicated they would not change any fabet gallery
Suggestions were made to improve the logistiosthe contenif the gallery
Teachers will use the gallery to guide their instian, it exceeded their expectations

E A

FocusGroup Themes

1. Due to the handen, studentdirected nature of the gallery students, teachers, and parents learned and
had fun duringheir visit

2. More time is necessary for students to fully experience the exhibits

3. Thegallery was physically organized in a manner that was very conducive to steséeted
learning

4. The gallery touched on numerous developmental domains and subject areas; therefore, it likely meets
many DOstrict of Columbialearning standards

5. Thegred persongioted as memorable in the surveys were also identified as most notable by the
focus group

6. The gallery provides children with a harals museum experience that is available at few other
venues
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Due to the developmentalpppropriate nature of thgallery and the fact that students lebestthrough

handson experiences, it is refreshing to sest afew students and teachédedt the gallery was not very

different from the way they learn at schobhis indicates thatomeeducatorgrovide theirstudents with

learning through tactile experiences. For other teachers, they indicatétetgatlery has shown them
instructional strategies that they would take back to their classrooms. Likewise students expressed that the
gallery has made an impamt their learning and ability to appreciate history.

The overall evaluation finding is that the gallery does an excellent job exposing attendees to great persons
from across the African diaspora. It is suggestedgivan the financial and human resasgcthe gallery

should be expanded to include maoaeially andculturally diverse great persons. In this way participants

are likely to experience even greater learning and empowerment.
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INTRODUCTION

During the two weeks of the 2010 staaddne Galley |, 13 organi zations experien
personéexhibits.In order to evaluate the gallery and garner participant feedbatzkwaés collected from

students and teachdtsough surveys and a teacher focus grovpile pseudonyms will be used

throughout the reporiy.O.M.1.LE.0 $.L.C. would like to thank the following organizations who attended

the gallery:

M.O.M.L.E'sT.L.C. After School Program
M.O.M.LLE'sT.L.C. - Annual Gala Event Participants
Brightwood Elementary School

Kid Power DC

JohnBurroughs Education Campus

PhoebeHearst Elementary School

Capital City Public Charter School

All Souls Church Unitarian Religious Education Classes
All Souls Church Unitarian Congregation Participants
Tree of Life Public Charter School

DC Bilingual Rublic Charter School

CentroNia- After School Program

EL Haynes Public Charter School

Background of the Gallery

Brief History and Timeline

I n exi stence since 20065, the Childrenbds Gallery o
five year hisbry. As exhibited in the timeline on the following patee gallery can be viewed within the

history of its parent organizatiohl. O. M. | . Hnitidlly funbedlthro@h a grant from the Fannie

Mae Foundation, the gallery services children througtimitnetropolitan areas of the District of

Columbia (DC).

Though it still carries thetit€ hi | draéh&@s yGof Bl ack Hi makesavgry M. O. M. |
conscious effort to devote at least 40%haf exhibits tagreat goplefrom other parts of thevorld. This

is seen with three of the eight 2010 great pedpilkembe Mutombo from the Congo, Muhammad Yunus

from Bangladesh, and Queen Hatshepsut from Egypt.

In 2009 there wasver 40%world representatiowith 3 out of 7 great people frodiverseparis of the
world: Aung Saan Su KyBurma; Richard OakesNative American Mohawk civil rights leadeand
Enrigue CobhamPanama In 2008 theheme"From the World to Your Neckf the Woods'presented
71% or5 great people from other parts of the wosldh Claudia JonesTrinidad; Harry Belefonte
JamaicaMahatmaGandhi- India; Edson ArantesPelé Nascimentc Brazil; and Wangari Maathai
Kenya.
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Logistics of the 2010 Gallery

Every year, M.O.M.I.LE's complements in some way the National Blackriigteme of théAssociation

of the Study of African American Life and History's( ASALH) . Thus, t hRise year 6s
Up! A Journey for Economic Empowerment Worldwide. In efforts to improve and expand the

Gallery's display options, M.O.M.I.E's fitadentified a format of larger banners that convey strong

photos as well as a "story" of each great person.

Great Person Category Exhibit Banner Mobile
Muhammad Yunus| Labor and X X X
Dolores Huerta Labor and X X
Vadhti McKenzie | Religion X X
Bishop Douglas Religion Developing | Developing| Developing
Donna August Inventions X X
Lewis Latimer Inventions X
Nina Simone Entertainment X X X
Haile Gerima Entertainment Developing X Developing
QueenHatsepshut | Politics X X X
Adam C Powell Politics X X
A. Philip Randolph| Community X X X
Ella JoBaker Community X X
Carter G. Woodsor| Education X X
Anna Julia Cooper | Education X
Dikembe Mutombo| Sports X X
JackieJoyner Sports X

To display information and portraits of the great people, the gallery used large banf@ds fdr the
exhibits, smaller banners, and wall space displays. Additional components included mats, furniture, floor
activity pieces, dthing, sports gear, musical equipment, and other supplies.



Which Students Attended The2010 f St aAldone o
Gallery?

Thisyearappr oxi mately 600 chil dLE€C€hatdeerdéd Gheél Br @. M
152 of these 600 attendees congdiethe evaluation. Therefore, responses were obtained from

approximately 25% of thehildren ranging in age from 4 to M/hile responses may be generalized to

the entire 60&tudent population for 2010, and indeed to all students who have ever expetfienced
Childrenbés Gallery, it is important to note that
feedback from 1 of the children who attended the

Which Teachers Attended The 2010 Gallery?

Of the schools and organiats that brought students to the gallery, educdtons eight (8)groups
completed the teacher surveltss important to note that amy schools brought different classes on
different daysFor instance htree schools and organizations brought one grmugschoolsbrought
students on two different days, and thpegticipaing organizations brought groups on three different
days.In addition, to ensure that each student could fully experience the tactile nature of the exhibits,
largerschoolswere divded into snaller groups who experienced the gallery one growgtiate.
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Student Section

Findings from the Survey

As noted by graph,the average age of the children is 8 yearsTddble 1 shows that tlgreatest
number ofchildren, 34, repoed being 8yearsold.

Graph 1. Age Distribution of Children who Attended the 20l0M.O.M.ILE.0s Gal | er vy
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Table 1. Age of Children who Attended the 20lM.O.M.LE.6 s Gal | er vy

Age Number Percent

4 10 6.6
5 12 7.9
6 12 7.9
7 27 17.8
8 34 22.4
9 28 18.4
10 14 9.2
11 3 2
12 6 3.9
13 5 3.3
14 1 0.7
Total 152 100
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Table 2. Schools Attended by Children wh&isited the 2010M.O.M.LE.6 s Gal | er vy

School Listing Number Percent
School 1 33 21%
School 2 26 17%
School 3 19 12%
School 4 17 11%
School 5 14 9%
Shool 6 11 7%
School 7 9 6%
School 8 9 6%
School 9 6 4%
School 10 4 3%
School 11 3 2%
School 12 1 1%
School 13 2 1%
Total 154 100%

Of all the schools whose children completed the evaluation of the 2010 g&tibool 1 brought the
largest numbeof participantsvith 33 students, or 21% tfiose who completeithe survey. This group
was followed bySchool 2, thahad26 students or 17% of the survey respondents; School 3 andl® had
and 17students; whicls equivalent to 12% artil%of participans respectivelyAdditional, it was

found that most students attended with their school; however, some attendedtitiébsuch as
M.O.M.LLE.ST.L.C. and other after school programs
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Table 3. Schools or Programs that Brought Children to the 20lM.OM.LE6 s Gal | er vy

School/Program Attended with  Number Percent

Public School 1 33 21%
After School Program 1 19 12%
Charter School 1 19 12%
Charter School 2 15 10%
Charter School 3 and After Schoc 28 18%
Public School 2 13 8%
Public Scho@ 11 7%
Public School 4 8 5%
After School Program 3 6 4%
Public School 6 1 1%
Public School 7 1 1%
Total 154 100%
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METHODOLOGY

Background

Years of anecdotal evidence has told us that children learn from the gallery and that they enjoy the unique
handson experience offered by the exhibits. Thus, tI
what information students learn and how much information they retain. This is particularly useful because

the Great Persons are drawn from a poohdividuals who are not overly publicizeBhe M. O. M. | . E. €

T.L.C. staff selected individuals who may be known by some students, but whose contributions would
likely be unfamiliar for most attendees.

Familiarizing the Unfamiliar

A resounding theme emergtaough survey responses and anecdotal evidence. The Gallery does an

excellent job of familiarizing students with a witenge of historical figures. In addition, by highlighting

a diverse group of people, the gallaryroduces various career fieldxpan ds st udent sdé knowl
bothmale and female figureand highlightcontributions by people from various countries

Data Collection

To that end, the 2010 evaluation was designed collaboratively iby.@é.1.E.0 $.L.C. staff and an

external evaluan firm, DASH Consulting, a division dsanHan Design LLC. All data were collected

by theM.O.M.I.LE.6 $.L.C. staff or volunteeraind analyzed and interpreted by the evaluation fdoe

to the age of most studenssaff membersypically read question® students and recorded their

responses. After the initial survey was tesMd).M.ILE6 s st af f dGone questianswerd t hat

best facilitated by allowing students to respond about any information they remembered about the great
personandthenstue nt s coul d be asked to respond with a fy.e
person.
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Did Students Learn From The Gallery?

An initial question was posed to assess studentso
Great Persons aredlindividuals who are pictured and presented on the exhibits. When asked this

guestion, approximately 79% of respondents noted that they recalled that the Great Persons are the
individuals pictured on the exhibits. Only 5%e s ponded @A no 0 rembnberederasthieed i f t h
term Great Persons was used to identify the people on the exhibits and 16% did/could not respond to this
guestion.

Table 4. Number and Percentage of Students Who Remembered Gallery Terminology

Remember Gallery Terminology Number Per@ent

No Response 24 15.6
no 8 5.2
Yes 122 79.2
Total 154 100

According to the survey respondents, Nina Simone was the most memorable Great Person in the Gallery.
When asked to name the first person they rememb#88d,of students could not responadhis

guestion30% recalled Nina Simoneither by name or as a singer or person who plays music
Approximately 12% of students remembered Queatsiiepsut in one way or anothBonna Auguste
andDikembe Mutombavere eachdentified by 9% of studentsAnother7% recalledMuhammad

Yunus the same percent remembered Bishop Vashti McKemze2% each recalled Carter G. Woodson

and Dr. Martin Luther King.

Al t hough Dr. King was not featured in this yearos
familiarity with him as a historic figure. A second explanation could be that students looked further down

in the survey, saw the photo of Dr. King used for another question, and this caused them to name Dr.

King. Nevertheless, because he was only falselgtified by 2% of students, it is clear that the Gallery

does a commendabl e job in highlightingonlyfocels Gr eat
on welktknown historical figures.

Inone studest wordsii 1| t  (t he Gal | er y jeweraaslot of peopée todearh abouy . The
and it wasn't al/l i n a | ow t dGallery staff hoted thahtkis sanieg h pi t
student was a }@earold who was older than most of the students in his group. During the gallery, he
approacheé most &hibits in a thoughtful and getiway; however, when given the opportunity to share his
comments, he showed that his interests were clearly piqued and that his intellect was stimulated. Through

his comments and their observations of other studstati§ recognized that the younger children were

definitely entertainecindthe older attendees also found interesting information in the gallery.
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Table 5. Names or Identifiers of Great Persons Identified by Students

Great Person Number  Percent
Nina Smone 43 28%
Singer (Nina Simone) 1 1%
Playing music 1 1%
No Response 27 18%
Donna Auguste 14 9%
QueenHatshepsut 12 8%
Hatshepsut 2 1%
Queen Hatshepsut 2 1%
Queen of Egypt (Hatshepsut) 1 1%
Queen/Snake 1 1%
Dikembe Mutombo 11 7%
Basketball playe(Dikembe) 1 1%
Healthy food- basektball (Dikembe) 1 1%
Muhammad Yunus 10 6%
Help people get more money to buy things (Muhammad

Yunus) 1 1%
Bishop Vashti McKenzie 6 4%
Vashti McKenzie 3 2%
Preaching. 1 1%
A. Philip Randolph 5 3%
Carter G. Woodson 2 1%
MLK 2 1%
Dr. Martin Luther King 1 1%
Martin Luther King, Jr. 1 1%
African Americans 1 1%
no 1 1%
none 1 1%
They helped. 1 1%
Worked with tools. 1 1%
Total 154 100%

Students were then given the opportunity to name as many of the remaweng8) Great People as
possible. Eighteen percent (18%) were able to name a second person with Dikembe Mutombo being the
most named, 13% named a third and 5% named a fourth person with Muhammad Yunus being the most
named in both attempts. Only one studemmed a fifth great person, Carter G. Woodson.

For the identification of Donna Augustecanfounding variable wa®undin the student surveyrhe
g a | | lergeypdriait of Augusteas adifferent image than was used in the survey. The pictureinsed
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the surveywas also depicted in the exhildiioweverjt was much smallethan the other imagend may
have been overlookedhis could be afactarn why f ewer students recogni ze

Table6.St udent sd Nami ng of nsArdndQpportumity d throuGlr6e at Per s o

Per@ntage of students who

Great Person couldnamesomene Most named Great Persor
Great Person 2 18% Dikembe Mutombo
Great Person 3 13% Muhammad Yunus
Great Person 4 5% Muhammad Yunus
Great Person 5 1% Carter G. Woodso
Great Persob 0% NA
Dr . King was not a member of this yeards Gallery,
ability to recollect this yearb6s unfamiliar photo

King. In giving addtional context to this questipataff members noted that the gym space used, there
is a large murabf great people, including Rosa ParRs, King, Cesar Chavez, and a few otheks a
st aff me nobtefrall dismayes, MLKiis definiteyt h es tmor ecogni zabl e! 0

In spite of the mural including Dr. King and Cesar Chavez, no student selected Chavez as being part of
the gallery and onl@% identified Dr. King. This lowrateof selectionis excellent evidence that the
Galleryeffectivelyfamiliarizes students with the Great People. This finding must be tempered with data
collector reports that indicate some coaching was necessary to help younger children understand that they
should identify people they saw that day in the exhibits. In some caddgerhere guided to name a

second person other than Dr. King.

I n order to check studentsdé recognition of the Gr
students were asked to circle the individuals from the Gallery. In addition to four Goptg,Re/o

historical figures were include@esar Chavez and Martin Luther King Jr. From their responses, students
recognized the Great Peopleor instance, in identifying who was not part of the Gallery 71% of students
recognizedChavezhad not been piatedand82% stated thafing was not exhibited in the gallerfyor

each photo, between 7 and 8% of all students did not respond. However, of those who réd$ipended

Simone was recognized by 81% of students, Muhammad Yunus by 68%, A. Phillip Rando§sh,by 6

and Donna Auguste by 51%.

When asked to share information about the exhilitglents were able to recall facts about all great

people . Only 14% of students could not recall any facts, when asked to give facts about a secqnd person
40% were not aklto recall anythings5% respondents hit a blank by fact three, 87% on fact four, 96%

on fact five, 98% on six, 99% on seven, and 100% could not provide eight facts.
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How Did Students Feel About the Gallery?

Students overwhelmingly enjoyed the Gallaihen asked if they had fun, 92% said yes airithe other
responses (including those who did not respomly, 2 childrensaid no. When asked to share what they
liked and disliked, three themes aroStudents enjoyed the hards nature of the exhibit¢hey

described it as play. Second, respondents stated that they liked learning about different historical figures.
Third, students simply enjoyed learning information.

Given their response on the previous question, it is not surprising that when dabkgdvbuld like to

learn in this way more often, 66% of students said yes and only 7% said no. On the final question, the
evaluation asked students how the gallery was similar to or different from how they learn at school. Due
to the operended nature ohe question, there were almost as many responses as students. However, a
clear theme was that students typically learn about historical figures from books, lectures, or other passive
methods. They were excited that the gallery taught them about unfgweitiple and that the learning

was hand®n and controlled by them, the learners.

Qualitative Data - In Their Own Voices

Students were provided with sever al opportunities
and quotes. When students couldtey they provided the comments themselkgst attendees were

younger children who could not yetwajthusst af f scri bed the comments on
Generally, the qualitative data in this section supports the quantitative section wibersishowed that

students overwhelmingly enjoyed and learned from the gallery.

Emergent Themes

1. Students had fun and enjoyed learning history through handen activities
This is supported by comments suchibliked it because it was fund One participat reported that s/he

liked the gallenfi bcause you get to do activities instead of sit down and listen to people talklany

students highlighted that this was a factor that was unique to the gallery compared to how they learned in
other settings includg schoofiDifferent because at school we don't do that much stuffdhrough

this method, the gallery allowed students to enjsiyng core skills such as reading and writing. One

student saidlt was fun because we get to play a little bit and we get to vite a little about our

hi st Another siudenivrotethat this type of learning was not highessure so s/he felt it wastress

f r e e Ihigimtezesting to note that even to technologicallyvy students, it was seen as a positive

factor that thegallery was tactile. A participant noted that when learfirign s c h o o | you have
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t ext books or Thisthente@anpeustunemarized by the commient t hi nk it
|l earn this way!o

S supe

2. Participants liked learning about new and unfamilia great persons

Not only were students introduced to individuals with which they had little knowledge, they also felt that

they learned many facts about the great persitiked it because it tells you so many things about

people | didn't even knowo Participants also noted that the gallery sought to show that the exhibits were
aboutrealpeopld €1 got to |l earn about how peopl e Sakre fee
anotherwayi They did wonderful things and we get to do

3. The Gallery teaches students about diverse careers

In supporting thelaimthat the gallery familiarizes students with diverse caress student said We

get to be a pharaoh, and a bishop aAmthaa | ot of pe
respondentalkedaboutfinancialsystemdéi Made a bank to help people. I
di d .tShpiea&i ng t o datentsdvanatssappreciatas exensplified by the responeY e s

I liked it because you can play instruments and h

4. Students feel connected to the exhibits and empowered to achieve great things

In some instances, students were able to appreciate how the great persons impacted other people and the
students themselves. This can be seen in the staté@hhesais fun becausd had never heard of these

people; They sacrifice t hei r Ardothevstusentiwasrmore thoraugh b e h
and introspective in his comments by shafingpt was fun because | didn't kn
things. | thought | was going to be an ordinary boy playing games. Now | know that | want to do

these things and | will try to do better, work hard and go past high school to get an education. |

play fooTbasl|lthemeodoof empower ment ¢ aplecbremesfidmmar i z
can be somebody when | grow up. o

5. Some students are familiar with hands on learning and the Gallery is very similar to what they
do at school
One student expressed that the gallery and schoolweredimite | | after we | earn, we
scho o | Anotheb participant felt thdischool is better(we) play gameso It is interesting to see that
for one charter school in particulawnd studentsimply stated that their school and the gallery were
A s i miA thrd student wrotdi | t ' s ecausd | leanedbabout Queen Hatshepsut in school
b e f o Ome reépondent from a different school did not particularly like the gaflefyl enjaoyed i t)
little bit, but (it was) kind of boring. 0A suggestion for improvement was that students be alloaved t
iDo stuff without guidance. 0

One staff member highlighted the following anecdote:

The impact of the Gallery experience was demonstrated with a class from one charter school.
A M.O.M.1.E's staff member, guiding a couple ofchildren through the A. Philip Randolph's
exhibit, shared how Randolph was able to mobilize a large mass of people to protest and
demand rights from their employers. The staff member statedto the children that theytoo

can create their own "change campaign" aroundan issue that they vere passionate about and
mobilize their own peers using the materials in the exhibit.The guide shared that once you
build "power" through numbers, people oftentimes respond. Immediately, one of the children
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said "We should do something aboutsilent lunch' at our school!" "Silent Lunch" was
implemented in their class as a consequeneeneaning they cannot talkat all during

lunchtime. Before we knew it, the children created their "change campaign" and protest signs
and began getting the word out discretly to their peers in their class while at the Gallery.
When it came time for the class to cleap, one of the teachers announced "We have five
minutes left to clearup" and as if that was the trigger, immediately afterwards, the entire
class began marhing together and chanting "NO SILENT LUNCH! NO SILENT LUNCH!"

In fact, | was right in the middle of giving an evaluation to a young girl when the chanting and
marching started - and she interrupted me and said "I need to be down there with my class!"
and left! | completely understood her decision.Later, when | touched base with one of the
teachers, he told me the chanting continued on their walk back to school.
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Implications and Suggestions for Improvements

Findings from the student section of thelea#ion allow the following conclusions to be made

with confidence. First, the gallery is an excellent learning tool that engages students, teaches
them about historical figures, and makes them feel empowered about the various careers shown
in the exhibitsSecond, iere were an extremely low number of negative comments, feedback, or
suggestions from students. Therefore, suggestions for improvements could not be extrapolated
from the surveys.

From the perspective of the evaluator, there is only one laeggatlery may want to addressd

expand uponThis will likely depend on the goals of the gallery and whether resources are

available to expand the gallery in this way. With those caveats, it is suggested that the gallery
highlight more ethnically/racibl diverse great persons. While it is appropriate that the Black

History stanealone gallery focus primarily on people from the African Diaspora, the mobile
gallerymay be able to incorporate other minoritiestact, the gallery has a goal of presentatg

least 40% of its exhibits about people from around the world. This has been achieved for at least
the past three years. However, because most of these individuals are people of African heritage, a
further expansion would be including other minorities.

In this way,students from other racial/ethnic groups can feel the same empowerment currently
enjoyed bystudents oAfrican heritage. In addition, by seeing the contributions of numerous
minorities, all students will be benefited including the majoritgtténdees who are African

Americars. For instance, the 20Xgalleryhighlighted Muhammad Yunus and his revolutionary

banking system iBangladeshWhile many students internalized this great perd@nmajority

of studentgand teachergyreditedthegal er y f or teachi ng tTheydid about
not acknowledge that the gallery taught about someoBerdalisheritage.

Again, as aBlack Historyprogram, the 2010 staradone gallery was very successfdbwever,

as the gallery matures, it aiid bring the same unique exhibits anfbrmation about

individuals from diverse racial/ethnic groupshis can likely be accomplished through

additional resources including funding sources, staff members, and recruitment of attendees.

Such gprogressiowould enhance pr ogram as dynamic and i mpact
Gallery.
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Teachersd Secti on

Table 1 Schools/Organizations Whose Teachers Responded to @@10M.O.M.ILE.6 s Gal | er vy

A

Teachersd Survey

Schools Number Percent

School 1 2 5.1
SchooPl 3 7.7
SchooB 5 12.8
Schook 8 20.5
Schoob 4 10.3
Schoob 7 17.9
School? 7 17.9
SchooB 3 7.7
Total 39 100

Graph 1. Distribution of Teachers by School/Organization Who Responded to ti#910
M.OM.LE.6 s Gadllelaecrhyer s® Sur vey
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:jllllllt

Schooll School2 School3 School4 School5 School6 School7 School 8
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Which Grad es Attended The 2010 Gallery?

Survey results indicate thanly three teachers brought students between 5th argt&dle, over halbf the students
were between 1st and 4th gratlewever the greatest percentage of attendees, approximatelytd88éhpre-
kindergarten and kindergartstudentsThere is extensive literature that shows it is developmerdplbyopriate for
this age group to be given tactile learning experiendes.is highlighted by th@009position statement of the
National Associatioffior the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). The document notes that k@amndstivities

o rPlafiis an important vehicle for deeping selfregulation as well as for pnwoting language, cognition, and
soci al c Orhup, ¢hetaetite oature of thevl.O.M.1.E.& T.L.C. gallery should have provided very well for
the needs of this audience.
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Graph 2. Distribution of Attendees Grade Levels
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Table 2 Distribution of Attendees Grade Levels
Grade/Age Grade/Age
levels Number Percent | levels Number Percent
1st 2 5.1 | 5th-8th 1 2.6
1st-3rd 3 7.7 | 6th-8th 2 5.1
1st-4th 2 51| K 8 20.5
2nd 3 7.7 | K-4th 2 5.1
2nd-3rd 4 10.3| PreK 7 17.9
3rd-4th 4 10.3
4th 1 2.6 | Total 39 100
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Sizes of Group s Who Attended the 2010 Gallery

Twenty-nine 9% of the paricipant organizations brought 25 studeatsl adultsanother 29% had
groups with 222 studentand teacherOnly 17% broughtarger, 28-44 student/adulgroups For these
three groupings, gallery staff divided students inte@guaups of 15 or less aridcilitated sukgroups one
at-a-time. About 25% of the organizations did not need to be divided becaudertheghtbetweer8 and
15 childrenand aduls in their groups

Graph 3. Group Sizes for Schools and Organizations Who Attended the Gallery
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FINDINGS ON THE GALLERY

After demographic and group information were analyzed, teachers were asked to provide information on
the gallery and on their studentsd experiences. A
overwhelmingly that the gallery fimat was interesting and was a great learning experience for students.

They also indicated that the Great Persons were unique and were historical individuals with whom the
students were not excessively familiar. Teachers also reported that the gall@ggideas that they

would take back to their classrooms.

Were students interested?

Approximately 77% of teachers reported that their students were very interested in the exhibits in the

gallery. Another 18% agreed that students were interested. Whehaskee compar e t heir st
in the gallery versus other field trips, over half of teachers, 61%, indicated that their students were either
slightly more or much more interested in the gallery.

Graph 4. Students' Interest Compared with Other HeeTrips
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How Much Learning Occurs?

The gallery was credited for teaching students new information in 92% of the responses. In fact, 64% of
teachers stated that their students | earned fda gr
informationlearned compared to other field trips, teachers reported that approximately 44% were very
interested in the new information being presented and 26 were slightly more interested.

Is the Hands -on Format Unique *?

While teachers report that students generalfrt through hanesn experiences in school; the gallery
appears to do a much better job harnessing this strategy for learning history. Respondents indicated that
59% of teachers use harols experiences with their students very often. Another 36% usdle taarning

often. However, when teaching students history only 46% use these methods very often and 13% use
them often.

Is the Gallery Affecting the Educational Landscape ?

Given the findings in the previous section, it is not surprising that the reésgatlicators almost
wholeheartedly buyn to the strategies exhibited in the gallery. Only 3% of teachers indicated that they
did not observe any strategies that they will take back to their classrooms. The other 97% either learned
many new strategies (amximately 62%) or a few new strategies (approximately 36%).

Table 3 Teachers Reporting if They Learned Ideas They Will Use In Class

Use Ideas Learned Number Percent
No 1 2.6
Yes, A Few 14 35.9
Yes, Many 24 61.5
Total 39 100

Which Great Persons We re Most Interesting  ?

The number of teachers reporting their students interests varied according to the Great Person being
discussed. The greatest number of teachers reported learners being vergihtefdsta Simone, 22
teachers anQueen Hatshepsu20 teachersDikembeMutomboandDonna Augustavere tied with 15
teachers reporting learners being very interested in these Great Persons.

Eleven (11) respondents indicated thékembeMutombq Donna Augusteor Muhammad Yunusvere

interesting to student€arter G. Woodson arBishop Vashti McKenzisver e t i ed placer fisecon
with 9 teachers indicating that students found these individuals interesting. In contrAsRHiilép

Randolph exhibit received thedstresponses from teacheeporting on ghibits that werenteresting for

students.
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What Made the Great Persons Interesting ?

When asked to provide comments about the gallery a
identified facets of the exhibits that involved a great deal of handpportunities. It also appears that

students were exhilarated by the opportunity to be active and to express themselves. For instance, teachers
noted that the Nina Simone exhibit captivated students who used tharstibidpe songs being played.

Respondets also noted that all aggoups thoroughly enjoyatie hulahoop props in the Mutombo

endurance station arlde dresaip opportunitieshroughout the galleryRole playing also engaged
studentsd creativity; t eac handdelivaringserohong likeaBtshogt udent
Vashti McKenzie, they were fascinatedusing legos to enhance engineering skils Donna August,

and they learned from completing the loan applications in the Muhammad Yunus exhibit.

Qualitative Data 1T Teac heoicesd V

Li ke students, teachers were provided with sever a
responses to opended question¥Vhen giving feedback on the content of the gallery, teacher feedback
was overwhelmingly positive. Logistical@ects received more suggestions for improvement.

Emergent Themes

1. Teachers agree, students enjoyed and learned from the gallery.
Respondents provided comments suchdsh ey real ly | i ked the activities:s
and try o ninhigblighting tinat students were captivated by tactile components of the exhibits
ateachernoted Anyt hi ngn harndmhysi cally active i Anotheat ur e b

educator provided some insight into why some exhibits may have been leks pfopuother§ Many o f
the exhibits the children were not interested in were not tried, they just loved the few they were

very i nt eAganswe sed thé theméthat students and teachers appreciated thenhaaitse

of the gallery

2. Many of the respondents indicated they would not change any facet of the gallery.
One teacher wrotabout his/her suggested chanfjieN o n e -t dhalyl yw e r Gthergconanants. 0
suggested expanding the gallery. | n arneyst phd msge? ot a t

teachersaii Not real |y, ot her Thudiathistheand mangteachers fieli tree ordyr . 0
place to go was up.
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3. Suggestions were made to improve the logistiasot the content,of the gallery

Some teachers shared that the twmaes too short for students to truly learn the depth of knowledge being

shared about each great person. As noted by one individidi ey wer e very intereste:
ti me was a Honsgne grbups;itappeared that children stayed longernsd stations and

this prevented others from experiencing the exhibit. This is expressed inthe cdmBhent h st at i on
should keep a time so t Somgrespandentdpointed tophe intioducticneas a | |

a place where change shouldbedei The i ntro could take place in rot
experience so they don' tTeabhars & yotinger dtudents indicatedthata b i ¢
some of the information and activities were not as developmentally appropriate as thdeyaseubeen.

Other suggestions included providing more handouts that students could take home after the gallery.

Some teachers proposed having less exhibits, one teacher suggested having more exhibits, and others
suggesting having more individuals with whatudents were familiar.

4, Teachers will use the gallery to guide their instructionit exceeded their expectations

Many teachers indicated that the gallery exceeded their expectations. One teach@éristatedwa s bet t er
than | expected, it was organizedath v er y i nAnaheraespondentadd@idY & it)

exceeded (my expectations) because of its breadth in representing a variety of figures in a very
handsonway.Teacher s then noted that student siYeisi,nds we
engaged my students and got tatherreducators sawthisaséghb out di
perfect venue through which students could broach various subjécts got students curi o
having different subj ect OndrespoedenddediVewill gt tpygve and s
a great conver sfnatherdeacher Was excitedsabodtsdeasd learned from the gallery

iwWe had a great time | earning a®uwhrgsponses supportithd e as t
theme of the gllery impacting teachers and their classroom instruction.
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Table 4. Teacher Comments and Recommendations for Improvements

Comments and Recommendations for Improvements

A bit more "early childhood" explanations, but overall gréatlo commerts synthesized)

AKA station, a person at each station to tell a short story.

Each station should keep a time so they get to experience all(ttirée comments synthesized)
| thought it was greatno changegfive comments synthesized)

It would be nge if all the students were able to take something home to remember this experienc
(three comments synthesized)

Maybe a few less exhibits for younger students so they focus more on each one.

Mobile visits!

More contemporary individuals kids can iddptivith.

Not really, other than making it bigger.

Perhaps giving a little bit more background about each figure.

Possibly some more interactive media? Videos/DVDs or speeches/historical events.

The intro could take place in rotations with some handegrperience so they don't have to listen in

big group.

The kids loved the activities but in terms of learning something new, most of them can't rememb
name of one person they learned about. Maybe having fewer people and more information on €
To keep it open for the kids.

You did a fantastic job, all the leaders were good with the kids and helpful.
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Focus Group Data

In order to triangulate the datallectedon the teacher and student surveys, a focus group was held with

four PreK through kndergarterieachers who attended the 2010 Gallery. Held for 30 minutes during the
staff lunch hour, the focus gr oup .Ilwaldgitor, thecgroupi t at ed
wasfilmed to obtain a record of the session that was as accuratssiblp.Findings from the focus

group completely support the data obtained from participameys completedt the gallery. Tie four

teachers were able to provide greater depth and insight for the evalraditimgallery program in

general. Severahemes emerged including:

1. Due to the handen, studendirected nature of the gallery students, teachers, and pkeamtsd and
had fun duringheir visit

Noneof the four teachers hadgicipated in prioMOMI EG6s Chi | dndad four @dichtél e r i e s

that this was an excellent fietdp for their studentsTeacher threenotddl t ki nd of gave t he
opportunity to explore. The ground rules were laid out first but the kids were able to kind of delve

in and just do everything themselves withtheaor ect amount Duetothegddtr vi si on. 0
presence throughout the exhibits, students were able to ask questions and be scaffolded while using the
gallery. Teachers were in agreement that they likatrather than serving dsectorsMOMI E6s st af f

served as facilitatorgil| t wasnét just |l ook at this and play wit
introduced and everyone ¢ ®&imilatlypteagher fomricammensdT hteh ey wa
children enjoyed the handso n . It 6s a |theexpdriencek thay get ad stchoa (indhie

centers). But | thought that was the biggest part

hands ono From these comments, it is clear that the gallery has accomplished its goal of teaching
students hi®ry through handen experiences.

2. More time is necessary for students to fully experience the exhibits

In responding to three questions, teachers responded that they would have liked more time for students to
experience the gallery. This answer was giwéen the focus group was asked what was enjoyed least

about the gallery by both students and again when asked what they enjoyed least as educators. Teacher

f our svblad teads..(\fihen we had to leav®) The other teachers nanlagreementn responéhg

to the opti mal amount of ti me t hwoyldsayauHowwithave | ik
an introduction of the centers and the debriefingd Teacher four expanded on that timefrainB e c a u s e

you guys had so many | would say almost an hour dra half. There could be somebody telling them

about them and then they6d be free t oe20miouteg;nt o t he

that doesnét mean they would get to go to all the
ti mégsingi heir early childhood terminology of fAcenter
teachersverei n agr eement that the gallery was enough fur

than was allotted.
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3. Thegallery was physically organized ammanner that was very conducive to stuarmtered
learning

When asked to comment on the organization of the gallery, teacher one responded imniediatelyi k e

the way it was laid out in the space with the center being the basketball court because thatyw

some of the kids tend to be radial thinkers, so there was a focal point in the center where it was a

little bit open. They could start from thFere and
this educator this feature also made the gallenydsbut compared to other museum experiericésAt ) a
museum itdéds more | inear and where youbre wal king
in the order it was presented to you(At the gallery) They could just jump from one (exhibit) to a

total | y di fferent one t hat wdeacherthred shaged thdt énether usefud e o f
feature was the debrieffigHa vi ng someone bring it al/l back toget
really beneficial.o

7. The gallery touched on numerousrdlmpmental domains and subject areas; therefore, it likely meets
many Dstrict of Columbialearning standards

The focus group teachers applauded the gallery for its wide variety of exhibits and great persons. As they
described the components of the magydar displays, the participants noted that students were engaged

and had the chance to find s olijustteallyenjgyedhbvethe | i ke d.
students interacted and responded to eaah centeré
music, kids who wanted to dress up could dress up, kids who wanted to stand at the podium and

read could read. Seeing how all the kids adapted and who was drawn to what was the most

i nteresting part Thstommdnidd tola rognd discussmn regarding inemorable
moments of students enjoying the exhithieiceanters The ac
were very differentiated s o.TedclerfartvwaaldédSomemahniyng f
times they go to the museumrad they can see it and not touch it. Sometimes they can touch it, but
certainly IMhodpartcipant alsotweighad inrowhen asked which DC standards the gallery
meets§iBecause we have so much to do, t e arplarelr s of t en
figure out what standards it aligns with but if you guys did that. Aligning it with the standards

would be huge and teachers would jump right on that. Because théiguring out how it aligns

would be)done for you(as a teacher) @While agreeindghat it was difficult to name specific standards,

teacher three commented that the exhibits addressed multiple domains such as reading, writing,
mathematics, creativity, speaking, andnyothers. Teacher four suggested that if MOMIEs staff looked

at thestandards, they could identify those theg netby the gallenjincludingthe standard dealing with

students being able to look to adults for guidance.

4. Thegreat personsoted as memorable in the surveys were also identified as most notable by the
focusgroup

Throughout the focus group, teachers had opportunities to recollect and identify specific great persons
from the gallery. During these times, including when they were specifically asked about individual
exhibits, focus group members corroborateditidings of the surveys about which ones were most and
least popular. When asked if they recalled the Carter G. Woodson exhibit, all the teachers agree that this
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was not one on which their group focusédacher four shardiila ct ual | y, myygdgotods di dnb
that one as much as the one about the art. We tried out the one with the doctor, the space, the
sta@gBibona Si mo saidteacher orgeeminghecalling the name based on the prop

describedOnce it was agreed that they had specific fil@syteacher three identified the biggest hits for
hisgroupil gQguess it was probably split between the st
liked the dress up, being the doctor and also the astronaut. A couple of my parents really liked the

inve n t i Teacheodfour recallethe nane of the great person and chimedayingfi D o n rifa which

teacherthree agreésy e ah, t hey got aTedehegwoladdetdkWeo watl sof wemat .t @
stamps and a couple of my parents were upsetthatwe diddt get t o expl ore that
The facilitator then notéthat that exhibit was Muhammad Yurausd the teachers had touched on most

of the exhibits.

5. The gallery provides children with a harals museum experience that is available at few other
venues

Three of the four teachers dialogued about museums that provided children with interactive experiences.
Teacherone explaindd( t he ki ds are engaged at a few museums)
one somewhat hand®n section with the scienceab.0 They noted; howevethatat this labthe

experiments are actually led by an adult. In contrast, the other two mudisgossedre designed for

children to touch and operate the exhibits. Teacher two had experience withonévielue gal | ery i
similar to Touch This a museum in anothergeographical)area that allows students to interact

wi t h t h etowhich teashertfaurcaddétinagine Thisin Rockville was also like the Galley . 0

This comment may suggest thiatagine Thigs no longer irbusinessThough it may still be open, this

location is inMontgomery County, Maryland.dtlocationconfirms that DC students, while surrounded

by museumsare nowftenable toenjoy learning as they do at thallery.
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Implications and Suggestions for Improvements

Insummary,teache@nd student surveys can be triangul ated w
Findings indicate thaht gallery is a great learning tool and an effective and exciting way for students to

learn historyThedata fromthis evaluationreinforce whygreater numbers of studestsould beable to

experienceéhe handn exhibitsIn an even broader sense, by providing students with the gallery

M. O. M. | . Hssapportimg.tHe eflrtsofourat i ond6s e dsg Chsincludlesthé syst em
District of Columbia Public Schoo(®CPS)wher e t he M. O. M. | . E. 6s headquar
DCPS notes that it isommitied to providingall students with engaging instructiorhis studentcentered

learningis exactlywhatmakes thejallery a landmark and an eagerly anticipated activity for students and
teachers alike.

ahalL9Q{ ¢[/ Hnmn 9 RageBOdd3TiBYy: AFSH



This evaluation was conducted on th
and presented by the ngmofit organization, Mentors of Minorities in Educatiol

Total Learning CisT e m ( M. O. M. | . EThi® Cbasdd. honptofi
organization is dedicated to providing transformative educational experienct
Anurturi nsgd tohfe cgheinlidur e n . Eval uati on
Gallery fulfills this principle of i

M. O. M. I . E.
P.O. Box 75481
Washington, DC 20013

Evaluation Conducted bysnika E. SandyHanson, Ph.D. in fo@momiestlc.com
Principal of DASHEd. Consulting Division of SanHan Design LLC www. momiestic.com
www.sarhandesign.com/education Office Phone: 202.545.1919




